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Synopsis

Judith Viorst is known and loved by readers of all ages, for children’s books such as Alexander and
the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day; nonfiction titles, including the bestseller Necessary
Losses; and her collections of humorous poetry, which make perfect gifts for birthdays, Mother’s
Day, graduation, Christmas, Chanukah, or at any time of year. Now Judith Viorst looks at what it's
like to be (gulp) fifty. Writing with the warmth and authenticity that have become her trademarks,
Viorst once again demonstrates her uncanny ability to transform our daily realities into poems that
make us laugh with recognition. Whether her subject is the decline of the body ("It's hard to be
devil-may-care/When there are pleats in your derriAfA"re") or future aspirations ("Before | go, I'd
like to have high cheekbones./I'd like to talk less like New Jersey, and more like Claire Bloom"), she
always speaks directly to our condition. Her funny, compassionate poems shed a reassuring light on

the fine art of aging, and will delight anyone who is now (or forever) fifty.
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Judith Viorst was born and brought up in New Jersey and has lived in Washington, DC, since 1960,
when she married Milton Viorst, a political writer. A graduate in 1981 of the Washington
Psychoanalytic Institute, Viorst writes in many different areas: science books, childrenA¢a -4,¢s
chapter and picture booksA¢a -a sincluding the beloved Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No
Good, Very Bad Day, which has sold some four million copies; adult fiction and nonfiction including
the New York Times bestseller, Necessary Losses; poetry for children and adults, and four
musicals. Her most recent book of poetry for children, What Are You Glad About? What Are You

Mad About? was published in 2016. Lulu Is Getting a Sister is the fourth book in the Lulu series.

Perfect gift for a 50 year old!

great as a gift. very funny. easy to identify with, especially if you’re turning 50.

Judith Viorst has produced a poetry book every decade since she did thirty, and is now up to
seventy! The poems are about relationships with family and friends. Many are humorous, many are
touching, and all very readable. She really hits home with her lines, and the reader can relate with
no trouble at all.She also writes children’s books and has written a mystery full of wonderful

characters! All three genres are exceedingly good.

Great and funny book

| have bought Forever Fifty for many of my friends as they have reached the half century mark. Not
only is it poignant and filled with chuckles, it is true. If you are worried about turning fifty, Judith
Viorst will help you through it by helping you identify with the age as well as letting you know you are
not alone. Her other books, Suddenly Sixty and | Am Too Young to be Seventy, are good as well,

but maybe not quite five stars, but that maybe because | am only sixty-four!

OK - - Should be 1/2 of a gift to a friend

makes me not mind getting older



Great gift!
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